
 

Dr Pixley (1904–2000) was a distinguished number theorist and a renowned 
advocate for creativity in mathematics. As one of my favorite professors at the 
University of Detroit in the early 1960s, she profoundly influenced my 
academic and life journey. 

I recall a classroom moment when she posed a challenging mathematical 
question. Although my answer was met with laughter from classmates, Dr 
Pixley defended its merit and innovation, encouraging me to think creatively. 

Her dedication to mathematics was evident in her decades-long study of 
Waring’s Theorem for Fourth Powers—a testament to her determination and 
fortitude. Dr Pixley inspired me to pursue my interest in mathematics, 
particularly the Riemann Hypothesis, and her mentorship fueled my passion 
throughout my life. 

Dr Pixley’s legacy as a scholar and mentor continues to inspire those who 
value creativity and perseverance in the mathematical sciences. 



 

 


